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Abstract 

As discussed by the European Commission, Europe's economic growth and jobs depend on its 

ability to support the development of enterprises. Entrepreneurship creates new companies, 

opens up new markets, and nurtures new skills. Thus, the Commission encourages people to 

become entrepreneurs and makes it easier for them to set up and grow their businesses. The 

Commission also outlines the importance of the circular economy, bringing significant 

economic benefits contributing to innovation, growth and job creation. A circular economy 

encourages sustainability and competitiveness in the long term and helps save costs for 

European industries, unlocking new business opportunities and creating local low and high‐

skilled jobs.  

As reported by the European Commission, the EU unemployment statistics shows significant 

youth unemployment, e.g., more than 3.3 million young people (aged 15–24 years) are 

unemployed in 2019 in the EU. In 2018, more than 5.5 million young people were neither in 

employment nor in education or training. The situation even worsened with the COVID19 crisis 

and in post-COVID times. However, entrepreneurship education makes a difference as young 

people who go through entrepreneurial programmes and activities start more companies and 

earlier. Green entrepreneurship and circular economy are interlinked. A transition towards a 

circular economy will be successful if the corresponding awareness, competencies and skills 

are deeply embedded in the knowledge and daily routine of the younger generation living and 

working in the EU. Furthermore, we have perceived that youth is not sufficiently introduced to 

the circular economy or green entrepreneurship topics.  

This paper is based on the field research regarding the circular economy and green 

entrepreneurship competencies by youth in four different countries: Belgium, Greece, Slovenia, 

and Romania. Altogether, the survey included 199 youth participants aged between 18 and 28. 

The survey revealed that youth had heard about circular economy and green entrepreneurship 

topics before. Still, they lack the knowledge and skills to employ circular economy and green 

entrepreneurship solutions. Youth also wish to gain more understanding as they strongly believe 

that a circular economy contributes to a higher level of sustainability locally and globally. We 

have also identified specific priorities in the Green Deal, which youth are interested in. Various 

topics were identified, but achieving resource efficiency (e.g., recyclability, reusability, 
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upgradeability, durability) and resource reduction (energy, water footprint, carbon emissions) 

emerged as the most critical knowledge and skills priorities in all four countries.  
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