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Abstract 

The scientific and policy communities strongly agree that the current situation that we are facing 

constitutes a climate emergency.  Continuing to innovate through gradual, incremental changes 

will not be enough. What is needed now is a fundamental transformation of economic, social 

and financial systems that will trigger exponential change in decarbonisation rates and 

strengthen climate resilience. The central role of circular economy in climate mitigation has 

been widely described and its potential for emissions abatement is both substantial and 

economically attractive. As a cross-cutting topic, circular economy is closely tied to the United 

Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and included in key European and national 

documents and strategies such as the “European Green Deal” and the “Slovenian Development 

Strategy 2030”. 

EIT Climate-KIC is the biggest European public-private partnership addressing climate change 

through innovation, with the objective of building a decarbonised economy. Their Deep 

Demonstration and systemic approach to it is the best way to achieve ambitious goal of 

decarbonisation through becoming a fully circular national economy and society – by activating 

a coordinated portfolio of innovation actions that will tackle production and waste flows across 

key economic systems and selected value chains, establishing the foundations for a sustainable 

future and providing knowledge transfer to empower the next generation of environmental 

leaders. 

The Deep Demonstration in Slovenia applies a cross-sectoral and cross-disciplinary approach 

to work across boundaries, silos and departments, establishing partnerships with a sizable 

number of stakeholders, from local communities and businesses to science institutions and 

policy makers, and placing a key emphasis on establishing an open platform of knowledge 

transfer for all. After the preparatory phase – designing the proposal for the strategic national 

project in collaboration between the Government of Slovenia and EIT Climate-KIC and EIT 

RawMaterials that started in 2019 – the implementation of the Deep Demonstration in Slovenia, 

financed by national and European funds, will take place from 2021 to 2025. The paper will 

present and discuss the Deep demonstrations concept and its implementation on the Slovenian 

case, revealing experiences and results since 2019.  
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